Familial symphalangism syndrome transmitted through five generations.
We report on proximal symphalangism of the four last fingers, transmitted through five generations of an African family. Intrafamilial variations of the disorder are due to the heterogeneity of associated anomalies. This familial trait resembles multiple synostosis disease, however, it is not restricted to synostoses and appears to be more generalised. To our knowledge this is the first report of a familial trait associating proximal and distal symphalangism. The distribution of elementary anomalies in this family suggests a link in their pathogeny and raises the question of embryological equivalence for some of them. Symphalangism seems to be a symptom of a more generalised disorder, the comprehension of which requires a better coordination of clinical, embryological and genetic data.